
Advancing Home Visiting Through Advocacy: The Ohio Story



Our Mission

To champion high-quality 

early learning and 

healthy development 

strategies from the 

prenatal period to age 

five, that lay a strong 

foundation for Ohio kids, 

families and 

communities.



What We Do

Groundwork Ohio advances 

quality early childhood 

systems in Ohio by engaging, 

educating, and mobilizing 

diverse stakeholders to 

develop and promote data-

driven, evidence-based early 

childhood policies.



Why We Do It

We know advancing quality 

early learning and healthy 

development is the most 

transformative strategy to 

increase the life-long success 

of Ohio’s children and lay a 

strong foundation for 

economic prosperity in our 

state.



Where are the ducks?



Statewide Infant Mortality 

Reduction Efforts



Ohio Infant Mortality Rate (2013-2015) (Number of Deaths per 1,000 Live Births)

Access to Strong State (and Local) Data



Bipartisan Consensus



Senate OKs bill aimed at reducing infant deaths

Public health officials are applauding the Ohio House’s unanimous 

passage of a bill that tackles infant mortality and maternal health.

The legislation would give $6 million to the Ohio Department of 

Health to start a grant program for group prenatal care services. 

That funding prioritizes projects in Franklin County and other areas 

of the state with the highest rates of infant mortality.

Understanding and Attention in the Press



Legislative Support of Home Visiting

3701-8-05 Provision of home 
visiting services..

(A) All home visiting services shall be delivered 
utilizing a model that has been determined 
evidence-based by the Ohio department of health, 
and/or the office of planning, research, and 
evaluation in the administration for children and 
families, United States department of health and 
human services or its successor. Services shall be 
implemented to model fidelity.



Go where the ducks are!



A Multipronged Approach 

to Electoral Advocacy



Establishing a

Diverse Coalition





4C for Children
Action for Children
Advocates for Ohio's Future
American Academy of Pediatrics, Ohio Chapter
Akron Children's Hospital
Boys & Girls Clubs Ohio Alliance
Buckeye Association of School Administrators
Buckeye Health Plan
Center for Community Solutions
The Centers for Families and Children
Children's Defense Fund
Children’s Hunger Alliance
The Childhood League Center
Cincinnati Early Learning Centers
Cincinnati Preschool Promise
Children, Inc.
Cincinnati Children's
Cleveland Clinic Children’s
The Cleveland Foundation
Cleveland Hearing & Speech Center
Child Care Resource Center
Cleveland Transformation Alliance
Corporation for Ohio Appalachian Development
Dayton Children’s 
Early Ages Healthy Stages
Every Child Succeeds
Early Childhood Resource Center
GAR Foundation
The George Gund Foundation
Greater Cleveland Congregations
H.A.P.P.Y. Homes Association

Healthy Families America
Horizon Education Centers
Human Service Chamber
Invest in Children Cuyahoga County
Juvenile Justice Coalition
KLiCWOW
Learn to Earn Dayton
The Literacy Cooperative
Mental Health & Addiction Advocacy Coalition
Montgomery County and Dayton Preschool Promise
Mt. Sinai Health Care Foundation
National Association of Social Workers, Ohio Chapter
Nationwide Children's
No Small Matter
Nurse-Family Partnership
Ohio Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics
Ohio School Boards Association
Ohio Association of Child Caring Agencies
Ohio Association of Child Care Providers
Ohio Association of Community Health Centers
Ohio Association for the Education of Young Children
Ohio Association of Elementary School 
Administrators
Ohio Association of Foodbanks
Ohio Association of School Business Officials
Ohio Association of Secondary School Administrators
The Ohio Council of Behavioral Health & Family 
Service Providers
Ohio Child Care Resource & Referral Association 
Ohio Federation of Teachers
Ohio Head Start Association

Ohio Healthy Homes Network
Ohio PTA
Ohio School Boards Association
The Ohio State University Crane Center for Early 
Childhood Research and Policy
Philanthropy Ohio
Policy Matters Ohio
PNC Grow Up Great
PRE4CLE
ProMedica Toledo Children's Hospital
Reach Out and Read Ohio
ReadyNation
Santa Maria Community Services
Sisters of Charity Foundation of Cleveland
Starting Point
Summit Education Initiative
Southwest Ohio Association for the Education of 
Young Children
United Way of Central Ohio
United Way of Greater Cincinnati
United Way of Greater Cleveland
United Way of the Greater Dayton Area
United Way of Summit County
United Way of Warren County
Universal Health Care Action Network Ohio
Rainbow Babies & Children's Hospital
Voices for Ohio's Children
Waterford UPSTART
The Women's Fund of Central Ohio
YWCA

Recruit Diverse Coalition Membership

90 Coalition 

Members

Early 

Education

38

Health care

15

Foundations

13

Child Advocates

14

Education (Other)

10



Secure “Unlikely” Community Allies

Akron Children’s Hospital

Buckeye Health Plan

CareSource

Chase Properties

Cincinnati Children’s

Columbus Partnership

Crane Group

Dayton Area Chamber of Commerce

Dayton Business Committee

Dayton Children’s 

Dinsmore & Stohl

Donatos Pizzeria

Gosiger, Inc.

Hylant Group, Inc.

Katz Teller

Liberty Health Care Corporation

Macy’s Inc.

Michelman, Inc.

Morris Furniture Company

Myers Industries, Inc.

Nationwide Children’s Hospital

The Ohio Business Roundtable

PNC Bank

Procter & Gamble

ProMedica Physicians Group

ProMedica Toledo Children’s Hospital

Shook Construction

Skyline Chili

Spurlino Materials

Strategic Healthcare 

UH/Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital

University of Dayton

50 Ohio Business Leaders Representing:



Make Engagement EASY for Members



Building a Strong 

Case for Support



Evolving Resources and Messaging

• About 300 pages

• Included 32 different resources and high-

level overviews

• Mailed to each primary candidate upon 

filing



Evolving Resources and Messaging



Evolving Resources and Messaging



Evolving Resources and Messaging



Gaining Strong 

Candidate Commitments



Engaging the Press

Vote for Ohio Kids Coverage Candidate Issue Coverage

15 ARTICLES 45+ ARTICLES



Securing Policy Commitments



Vote for Ohio Kids Leadership Forum

Maxine Clark
Founder & Former Chief Executive Bear 

at Build-A-Bear Workshop

Leading Clinical Experts
From Ohio’s Children’s Hospitals



Vote for Ohio Kids Leadership Forum

Candidate Forum Panelists
David Melin
PNC Regional President, Dayton

Pat Tiberi
President & CEO, Ohio Business Roundtable

Deborah Feldman
President & CEO, Dayton Children’s Hospital

Michael Johnson
President & CEO, United Way of Greater Cincinnati

Alex Fischer
President & CEO, The Columbus Partnership



Vote for Ohio Kids Leadership Forum



Governor Mike DeWine:

The First 100 Days



Post-Election Press Coverage





Governor DeWine’s Executive Budget Proposal

Evidence-Based Home Visiting

• $50 million additional investment over the biennium to triple the number of families 

number of families served

Part-C Early Intervention

• Nearly $25 million additional investment over the biennium to expand services and 

support automatic eligibility (neonatal abstinence syndrome & lead poisoning)



The Final Stretch: 

Legislative Advocacy



Legislative Budget Advocacy

Ohio Senate

Super-Majority 

9 / 24

Ohio House

Majority Republican

38 / 61



Legislative Budget Advocacy



The Proof in the Pudding: 

FY 20-21 Investments



FY 20 -21 Investments

Invests an additional $30 million state GRF in Help 

Me Grow (bringing the total biennial investment 

to $70 million) to support Governor DeWine’s goal 

of tripling the number of families served by 

evidence-based home visiting programs.  



FY 20 -21 Investments



FY 20 -21 Investments



Where do we go from here?

Identifying Next Steps



Responding to Need for Context & Depth

• Provide in-depth technical detail on Ohio’s 

evidence-based home visiting system

• Respond to common misconceptions about 

home visiting system within legislature

• Advance broader story around early 

childhood mental health



Responding to Need for Context & Depth



Recognizing Workforce Challenges

Focus on critical occupations





Recruiting New Allies: Local Policymakers



Identifying New Opportunities

• What are the Governor’s priorities for the remainder of his term?

• What opportunities and challenges exist within the state legislature?

• What federal opportunities can be leveraged in our state?

• Where does public support and interest lie?



Questions?




